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SUBJECT: LAO PROTOCOL NEGOTIATIONS: SOUVANNA 
INEORMS PHOUMI OE RLG' S OPPOSITION TO 
LPE PLAN ON NEUTURALIZATION OF LUANG 
PRABANG AND VIENTIANE 

1. WHEN I SAW PRIME MINISTER JUNE 25 I ASKED HIM HOW 

HIS MEETING WENT WITH PHOUMI LAST SATURDAY. SOUVANNA 
SAID THAT HE INEORMED PHOUMI THAT RLG COULD NOT ACCEPT 
STATIONING OP LPE BATTALIONS IN VIENTIANE AND LUANG 
PRABANG. SOUVANNA TOLD PHOUMI HE COULD AGREE TO 
" AUGMENTING THE GARRISON GUARDING THE LPE IN VIENTIANE 
BY ONE OR TWO LPE COMPANIES." THIS AUGMENTATION, IN 
ADDITION TO STRONG JOINT POLICE FORCES IN THE TWO 
CITIES, SOUVANNA TOLD PHOUMI, REMAINS RLG POSITION OP 
ASSURING SECURITY POR LPE MINISTERS IN COALITION GOVERN- 
MENT. 

2. I ASKED PRIME MINISTER WHETHER PHOUMI HAD THREATENED 
TO LEAVE VIENTIANE SINCE RLG HAD NOT MET LPE DEMAND ON 
STATIONING OP LPE BATTALIONS IN THE TWO CITIES. 

SOUVANNA REPLIED THAT " PHOUMI CAN POUND THE TABLE WITH 
PHENG BUT THIS TACTIC DOESN' T WORK WITH ME." PHOUMI 
MADE NO REFERENCE IN HIS TALK WITH SOUVANNA TO BREAKING 
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OFF NEGOTIATIONS MERELY BECAUSE REG HAD NOT ACQUIESCED 
IN LPE DEMAND. 

3. COMMENT: I AM SEEING PHENG THIS EVENING TO EIND 
OUT WHETHER THE TWO LAO NEGOTIATORS, HAVING AGREED TO 
DISAGREE ON WAYS OE NEUTRALIZING VIENTIANE AND LUANG 
PRABANG, ARE PROCEEDING TO DISCUSS THE OTHER SUBJECTS 
ON THE AGENDA IN DRAFTING THE 

IMPLEMENTING PROTOCOL. IP THIS IS THE CASE, PHENG 
SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED BECUASE IT WILL PROVE THAT STANDING 
FIRM AGAINST A SPECIFIC LPF DEMAND DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY 
LEAD TO COLLAPSE OP NEGOTIATIONS, SOMETHING HE PEARED WHICH 
HAS INPLUENCED HIS NEGOTIATING TACTICS. 

DEAN 
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